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February 18, 2022

Dear Amherst Families,

Since the onset of the pandemic our students have had their temperature checked each day before
entering school during in-person learning. Our data and records over the past year and a half have
shown that very few, if any, students have been flagged for a high temperature during these screenings
that resulted in a positive case of COVID-19. Given this fact, and that the CDC and NYSDOH don’t
recommend temperature screenings at school, Amherst CSD will cease the practice of having each
student or visitor get their temperatures taken. When your child returns to school after mid-winter break,
there will be no temperature screen done upon entry.

I believe we have done a good job educating our families that if a child exhibits COVID-like symptoms,
they should be kept at home. Therefore, we will discontinue the text message alerts sent several times
per week reminding you to keep symptomatic kids home.

This week families were given two COVID-19 At-Home Rapid Antigen test kits. Each kit contains two
tests so families now have at least four tests available to them. Please use two of the tests to test your
child at the following intervals: on the evening of Sunday, Feb. 27 prior to returning to school on
Monday and again the evening of Wednesday, March 2. The at-home testing is voluntary and is not a
requirement for returning to school after break. The other two tests can be used at your discretion
should your child exhibit COVID-like symptoms.

We anticipate an update from Gov. Hochul on or around March 4 regarding use of masks in schools.
The state has made schools aware that there will be updated guidance issued should the mask
mandate be lifted. I will communicate that information to you as soon as possible.

As we enjoy our mid-winter break from Feb. 21-25, please relax and enjoy the time away from the
classroom. As always, I thank you for your partnership and flexibility in continuing to keep our
community safe.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent

55 Kings Highway, Amherst, NY 14226-4330 ◆ Phone: 716-362-3000 ◆ Fax: 716-836-2537 ◆ www.amherstschools.org

http://www.amherstschools.org

